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SUBJECT: RETINITIS PIGMENTOSA: TREATMENT IN THE USSR 

1 . TONY SCHIBLEY, US CITIZEN WHO HAS RECENTLY COMPLETED 
TREATMENT FOR RETINITIS PIGMENTOSA AT THE HELMHOLTZ 
INSTITUTE, INFORMED US THAT STAFFERS AT THE 
HELMHOLTZ INSTITUTE TOLD HIM THAT THE DRUG USED THERE 
TO TREAT RETINITIS PIGMENTOSA WOULD BE AVAILABLE 
WITHIN THE USSR IN ABOUT EIGHT MONTHS. MINISTRY OF 
HEALTH OFFICIALS CONFIRMED TO US THAT PLANS ARE 
UNDERWAY TO MAKE THE DRUG AVAILABLE ON A PRESCRIPTION 
BASIS, BUT THEY DID NOT KNOW WHEN FIRST AMOUNTS 
WOULD BE AVAILABLE FOR GENERAL USE. EVENING NEWS 
PROGRAM ALSO RAN SHORT PIECE ON HELMHOLTZ INSTITUTE 
LAST WEEK, HIGHLIGHTING THE NUMBER OF FOREIGNERS 

WHO ARE TREATED THERE AND NOTING THAT THE MEDICATION 
WOULD BE AVAILABLE SOMETIME THIS YEAR. PROGRAM 
INCLUDED INTERVIEW WITH BRITISH WOMAN BEING TREATED 
FOR RETINITIS PIGMENTOSA AT THE HELMHOLTZ INSTITUTE, 

BUT DID NOT SPECIFICALLY MENTION ANY OF THE AMERICANS 
WHO HAVE BEEN TREATED THERE. 
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2. DURING LUNCHEON ON JANUARY 27 MINISTER OF HEALTH 
PETROVSKKY CONFIRMED TO SICOUNS THAT RETINITIS 
PIGMENTOSA DURG WILL BE MADE AVAILABLE ON A WIDER 
BASIS THIS YEAR. PETROVSKIY COMMENTED THAT HE 
VIEWED HELMHOLTZ TREATMENT AS USEFUL IN ARRESTING 
PROGRESS OF RETINITIS PIGMENTOSA BUT HE DID NOT 
BELIEVE IT REPRESENTED A CURE FOR THE DISEASE. 
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